LECTUEB FIFTEENTH.

THE  GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  THE
POST-ARISTOTELIAN PHILOSOPHY.

IX, my previous lectures I have endeavoured to give
a connected view of the development of theological
ideas in Greece up to the time of Aristotle. The
great idealistic movement which culminated in the
philosophies of Plato and Aristotle was the first,
and perhaps the greatest, effort ever made to reach
a comprehensive view of the universe in which no
element of reality should be suppressed or mutilated.
And the enormous influence which these two thinkers
have exerted over the whole subsequent course of
speculation shows that they were able to determine
at least the main issues of philosophical enquiry,
and to mark out the main lines upon which philo
sophical discussion must proceed. But it was in
the nature of the case impossible that at that early
period, when human experience was so limited, any
conclusive results should be attained Difficulties